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GENERAL

The BBC reports that a £963,000 bonus in shares awarded to Royal Bank of Scotland boss Stephen Hester has been strongly criticised politicians and unions.

In an interview with The Telegraph, the country’s most senior taxman warns that people who pay tradesmen cash in hand are “diddling” the economy and diverting money from hospitals and schools.

Nick Clegg is coming under unprecedented private pressure from his own party to back a string of Lords amendments designed to protect children and those with disabilities from the impact of the government's welfare reforms, reports the Guardian.

In the Independent, Jeremy Laurance writes that Andrew Lansley has upped the stakes in his increasingly acrimonious dispute with the medical profession over the Health and Social Care Bill yesterday, accusing the British Medical Association of having opposed “every important reform” back to the founding of the NHS more than 60 years ago.

AVIATION

Media stories

EasyJet pushes for business travellers; FT
Risk of bird strikes would make Thames Estuary UK's 'most dangerous airport'; The Guardian
EasyJet defies aviation gloom as sales take off; The Telegraph
Doubts arise about ambitious Thames Hub delivery schedule; New Civil Engineer
Belfast City Airport was on brink of closure after Ryanair exit; Belfast Telegraph
Aviation body attacks government's tax on holidays plan; Travel Weekly
More price rises likely in row over emissions tax; The Telegraph
Asylum-seekers soar at school in shadow of Heathrow Airport; The Independent
Qatar poised to operate Dreamliner from Heathrow; Travel Weekly
Back to Index
BUSES, CYCLING, MOTORING AND LOCAL TRANSPORT 
Media stories

Three more pilots for lane rental roadworks; Transport Briefing
Driver banned for squeezing 11 people into his Audi A4 saloon; The Telegraph
Theresa Villiers involved in cycling accident; The Guardian
Transport bosses urge MPs to reject bus pass means test for pensioners; Manchester Evening News
Oil refinery re-opens after bankruptcy closure; Daily Mail, The Guardian
Short notice for severe Welsh BSOG cut; Transport Xtra

Bus passengers face fare price hikes; Evening Times
Announcements and publications

Jet fuel dispute intensifies as strike spreads to fourteen days - the dispute, which has kept Jet fuel trucks standing idle for the past three days, is set to intensify, Unite the union said. The union said that it has now given the employer, Wincanton notice of a further seven days of strike action, beginning on Thursday 2 February. Unless the employer gets back round the table, Unite is warning that it will halt Jet oil tankers for 14 consecutive days. The current seven-day strike has hit three of the UK’s major oil terminals and deliveries to Jet's 381 petrol forecourts.  The dispute is over Wincanton’s attack on the drivers’ pensions and terms and conditions. Unite Press Notice
Statement on meeting on Coryton refinery - Energy Minister Charles Hendry chaired a meeting with a range of interested parties to discuss the future of the Coryton refinery. The meeting took place at the Department of Energy and Climate Change in Central London. Following the meeting, the Minister said: "We have had a positive meeting this afternoon where the administrator set out what has been done so far and the plan of action to secure the long term future of Coryton refinery. The administrator has worked hard to restore deliveries to customers so quickly and I am greatly encouraged by the overall collaborative approach being taken. Coryton has strong advantages as a refinery and is an important part of the UK’s refining infrastructure. All those at today’s meeting made clear that they were committed to doing all they can to ensure the future of the refinery. There was agreement that the best way to secure the sustainable future of the plant is to maintain current operations and to find a buyer as quickly as possible. I made clear that the government will do all it can to support this process.” DECC Press Notice
Written Answers

Driving: Licensing

Mr Sanders: To ask the Secretary of State for Transport (1) if she will estimate the length of time required to update (a) driving licences and (b) Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency records when recording a change in medical circumstances; (2) whether the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency sets targets in respect of the return of driving licences submitted as a consequence of changed medical circumstances; (3) what representations she has received on the amount of time the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency holds driving licences submitted as a consequence of changed medical circumstances. 

Mike Penning: Changes in medical circumstances notified to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) require investigations to establish if the individual is fit to drive. Once these are completed a licence is either issued straight away, or the individual is informed that it has been refused or revoked. Records are updated as soon as licensing decisions are made. Where there is a change in medical circumstances the DVLA currently responds to 87% of its cases within 71 days. Just under half are dealt with within 14 days. Medical cases are often complex and require external specialists to provide information which can have an impact on response times.

The Secretary of State for Transport, my right hon. Friend the Member for Putney (Justine Greening), has set targets for consideration of notifications of changed medical circumstances. These are: 1. to complete 88% of medical applications, where sufficient medical information is provided with the initial application, within 15 days; and 2. to complete 85% of medical applications, where further information is required, within 90 days. In 2011, DVLA exceeded both targets. Where sufficient medical information was provided with the original application, 97% of driving licences were returned within 15 days. Where further medical inquiries were needed 90% of applications were returned within 90 working days. In 2011, the DVLA received 322 representations about the time taken to update the driving licence when medical inquiries were required.
New Written Parliamentary Questions

Taxis: metering

Mr Aidan Burley (Cannock Chase): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what assessment she has made of the operation of section 71 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 on taxi metering.
Roads: maintenance

Hilary Benn (Leeds Central): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what estimate she has made of expenditure by each local authority (a) overall and (b) per head of population on road maintenance in each of the last 10 years.

Lorry trials

Kelvin Hopkins (Luton North): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, pursuant to the written Ministerial Statement of 11 October 2011, Official Report, columns 24-5WS, on high-volume semi-trailers, on what type of roads the longer lorry trials will take place.
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INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY AND PLANNING  

Media stories

Thames super-sewer a 'necessity' to prevent EU fines; The Guardian
A planning application for a wind turbine manufacturing works at the Port of Sheerness on the Isle of Sheppey has been submitted; Planning Resource
Energy infrastructure at 'significant' risk of flooding; New Civil Engineer
EU takes UK, Ireland to court over gas pipe infrastructure; Reuters
Adviser calls for no NPPF grace; Planning Resource
Announcements and publications

Red tape spotlight shines on company and commercial law - Companies of all shapes and sizes have today been asked for their views on how to tackle unnecessary bureaucracy in company and commercial law. For the next three weeks, the latest phase of the Red Tape Challenge will focus on more than 120 company law regulations, guidance and enforcement processes that businesses deal with on a daily basis. The campaign asks for a variety of suggestions about how regulations can be improved, simplified or abolished, whilst maintaining a company law framework that gives companies the flexibility to compete and develop effectively. BIS Press Notice
Debate

Renewable Energy

Mr Jim Cunningham (Coventry South) (Lab): What recent discussions he has had with the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills on growth in the renewable energy sector. 

The Minister of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change (Gregory Barker): My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State and I have regular meetings with ministerial counterparts in the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills on a variety of topics, including renewable energy issues.

Mr Cunningham: What discussions has the Minister had with the Business Secretary regarding the 45,000 jobs that could be lost in the construction industry over the next three years and the impact that will have on green energy delivery?

Gregory Barker: I regularly discuss renewable energy with colleagues, but we remain very optimistic about the future for British renewables. We inherited a terrible position from Labour, third from bottom of the EU table, but I am glad to say that as of December 2011 there was 11 GW of installed renewable electricity, 15.5 GW in construction and 10.5 GW in planning; and in the hon. Gentleman’s constituency this month we have seen £12 million invested in Geothermal International, alongside £2.5 billion of announced investments since April 2011. That is a very encouraging picture.

John Thurso (Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross) (LD): A major area of growth for the renewable energy industry will be marine energy, particularly, of course, the Pentland firth. I congratulate the Minister on the renewable energy park that he has put in the south-west and I thank him for the conversations we have had on turning the Pentland firth into a renewable energy park. Can he tell me what progress we are making?

Gregory Barker: I was delighted that this week we were able to launch the UK’s first marine energy park, and under the coalition marine energy in the UK is finally getting the drive forward that it has needed for years. The hon. Gentleman played a key role in developing marine energy potential in Scotland, and I should like to invite him to host a board meeting of the marine energy programme board in Caithness in the summer, where I hope we shall have some good news on the creation of the second marine energy park in the UK, in Scotland.
Wind Farms

Mark Pawsey (Rugby) (Con): What discussions he has had with National Grid on the shutting down of wind farms during times of high wind intensity. 

The Minister of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change (Charles Hendry): Ministers and DECC officials have regular discussions with National Grid about the operation of the electricity network, and this has included the issue of transmission constraints, including our consultation on the transmission constraint licence condition. Reducing or increasing output of generators of all types is a normal part of National Grid’s role in balancing the network at all times. Wind is not treated any differently from any other technology in this respect.

Mark Pawsey: My constituents in Rugby, who face applications for wind farms, will be concerned about reports that turbines are switched off in times of high wind speeds because the current infrastructure is unable to handle the amount of electricity generated. When that happens, National Grid pays operators compensation—

Mr Speaker: Order. Can we have a quick question? We have to move on, so we need a brief sentence with a question mark at the end of it.

Mark Pawsey: What steps has the Minister taken to protect consumers from that element of the increase in their electricity bills?

Charles Hendry: About £250 million was paid last year in constraint payments, of which only 10%— £24 million—was paid to the wind sector. The Government are reviewing the transmission constraint licence condition and trying to ensure upgrades are made in many parts of the country, so that the power generated can get where it is needed.

Jonathan Ashworth (Leicester South) (Lab): Given the importance we attach to National Grid maintaining balance in the system, will the Minister tell us what discussions he has had with National Grid on how it contracts with short-term operating reserve aggregators? There is concern that National Grid is paying for so-called phantom megawatts and the cost is being passed on to consumers. Does the Minister agree that we need an independent auditor?

Charles Hendry: In all these matters, National Grid is regulated by the official regulator, Ofgem. The STOR arrangements play an important role in the process, ensuring that when there is a significant and sudden change in requirement, generation capacity to meet that demand is available. Of course that important function of our grid system must be operated in a transparent way.

Written Answers

Wind Power

Glyn Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change what plans he has to publish individual constraint payments made to wind farm companies via the balancing mechanism. 

Charles Hendry: Details of individual constraint payments made to wind farms via the balancing mechanism are already published by Elexon, an independent subsidiary of National Grid which handles the payments. These show that less than 10% of total constraint payments made in 2011 were to wind farms.
Back to Index
RAILWAYS

Media stories

Scotland calls on Westminster to extend HS2; FT
Cash payments for scrap metal to be banned; Transport Briefing, The Guardian
Huge variations in rail passenger satisfaction; Transport Xtra, Daily Mail, The Guardian
Country diary: HS2 or more car chaos?; The Telegraph
Major rail contractors promise fair payment; Construction Enquirer
Rail users suffer as fare rises outstrip salaries; FT
Lafarge rail wharf layout ready for Crossrail; Transport Briefing
Passengers vote Northern Rail among UK’s worst train companies; Yorkshire Post
Central Belt high-speed link could be accelerated; Scotsman
Trains could return to Portishead railway line within five years; This is Kent
Subbies open day for Hitachi rail factory; Construction Enquirer
Rail travellers’ concern over parking charges; Morpeth Herald
Rail watchdog backs wind turbines protest; This is Hull and East Riding
Announcements and publications

The Secretary of State for Transport made a speech at the Transport Times Conference on ‘Making HS2 happen’ and was introduced by Professor David Begg, Publisher of Transport Times. Click here for the video and full transcript of the speech.

RMT demands fresh pay talks as Eurostar cleaners vote to strike - Strikes by some 150 cleaners on three contracts across the Channel tunnel network have come a step closer after RMT members voted by overwhelming margins for industrial action in a bid to raise appallingly low pay levels. The union has demanded fresh talks with subcontracting employers OCS and Initial after workers on the OCS Eurostar contract and Initial’s Eurostar and the Network Rail Channel tunnel rail link contracts endorsed action with only two votes cast against. RMT general secretary Bob Crow said: “Our members have spoken with one voice on all three of these contracts, and it should be quite clear to OCS and Initial, as well as Eurostar and Network Rail, that the era of poverty pay for cleaners must come to an end.  The offers so far on the table from OCS and Initial would all amount to a real-terms pay cut and are way below what our low-paid members need to secure a fair and just income, and way below the standard set by the London Living Wage. Both contractors have made substantial profits on the backs of low-paid staff who do a difficult and crucial job in keeping the Eurostar moving, and we are calling on them to return to the table for serious talks, or face the prospect of strike action. Eurostar made more than £92 million in profits last year, way ahead of its own target, and they and Network Rail have a moral obligation to ensure that workers on the Channel tunnel network do not suffer this kind of super-exploitation.” RMT Press Notice
More Thameslink delay exposes ‘nonsense’ of government excuses - News of further delay to the Thameslink rolling stock contract exposes the nonsense of government excuses that it could not re-evaluate bids because it would cause delay, Britain's biggest rail union, RMT, says today. Answering a question tabled by Leicester South Labour MP Jon Ashworth (text below), transport minister Theresa Villiers has revealed that the Thameslink contract, for which Siemens was announced as preferred bidder over Bombardier last June, would not now be finalised until "the spring". RMT today once more called on the government to do the right thing and re-evaluate the bids to take into account the social and economic impact of the contract being awarded overseas - a move that would result in the work going to Bombardier in Derby. RMT Press Notice
National Passenger Survey - Passenger Focus has published Official Statistics on passenger satisfaction with rail travel from the National Passenger Survey for Autumn 2011.

Written Answers

Railways: Cotswold Hills

Harriett Baldwin: To ask the Secretary of State for Transport (1) whether she plans to propose revised specifications for the Cotswold line franchise to increase the frequency of trains from Great Malvern to London; (2) what additional services she plans to specify in the new North Cotswold line franchise invitation to tender; (3) when she plans to publish an invitation to tender for the North Cotswold line franchise from 2013. 

Mrs Villiers: The Department is currently running public consultation on the specification for the new Great Western franchise which includes the North Cotswold line. This can be found at:

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/dft-2011-36/
The new franchise is expected to start in spring 2013.

Travel: Trains

John Woodcock: To ask the Secretary of State for Transport what information her Department holds on the frequency with which the format of passenger announcements on trains and in stations is reviewed. 

Mrs Villiers: The Department does not hold this information as the format of passenger announcements is a matter for train and station operators.
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND MARITIME 

Media stories

Liverpool could pay back cruise liner terminal grant; BBC
Military vehicles heading into UK stopped at Dover; The Telegraph
Future of Brittany Ferries cast into doubt following reports of further losses; Port Technology International
'Stupid ship owners’ must stop ordering ‘stupid ships’; Lloyd's List p.1
$140bn unpaid for global orderbook; Lloyd's List p.3
International shipping key to a low carbon green economy; Sustainable Shipping
Cruise passengers 'not protected from serious crime'; BBC
Announcements and publications

City of Liverpool Cruise Terminal - The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport (Mike Penning): The Department consulted last year on a proposal from Liverpool City Council to alter the use of the City of Liverpool Cruise Terminal. The Department proposed to lift its objection to the removal of a grant condition that precludes use of the City of Liverpool Cruise Terminal for turnaround (start or end of cruise) operations, in return for the phased repayment of £5.3 million of grants. In the light of that consultation, I find that there are persuasive arguments that this level of repayment would be insufficient to reflect the adverse impact on competition with other ports. I therefore intend shortly to seek independent advice on a more appropriate figure. I will report further to the House when I have reached a decision on the DfT objection. As Liverpool City Council is aware, turnaround operations would also require State Aid clearance from the European Commission. Meanwhile, turnaround cruise operations continue to be permitted at Langton Dock in Liverpool. DfT Written Statement
Written Answers

Ports

Eric Ollerenshaw: To ask the Secretary of State for Transport what steps her Department is taking to support the regeneration or expansion of small existing or unused ports; and if she will make a statement. 

Mike Penning: The Government encourages sustainable port development that can contribute to long-term economic growth and prosperity locally, regionally and nationally.
Ports and Harbours

Lord Berkeley: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many objections to the current application by EastPort for a Harbour Revision Order are outstanding. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Lord Taylor of Holbeach): On 31 January 2010, the Great Yarmouth Port Company Ltd (trading as Eastport) applied to the Marine Management Organisation for a harbour revision order under Section 14 of the Harbours Act 1964. Eastport operates the port of Great Yarmouth on behalf of the current harbour authority, the Great Yarmouth Port Authority. The order seeks to transfer power and duties currently bestowed upon the Great Yarmouth Port Authority as harbour authority to Eastport. As at 24 January 2012, eight objections to the current application by Eastport for a harbour revision order remain outstanding. The application remains under consideration.
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DIARY OF EVENTS 

January

	Friday 27th 
	· Wind Turbines (Minimum Distances from Residential Premises) Bill [HL] - Committee of the whole House – Lord Reay - Legislation

	Monday 30th 
	· Closing Date - ORR consultation on amending licences to give passengers the information they need to plan and make journeys

· Civil Aviation Bill - Second reading - Legislation

	Tuesday 31st 
	· Lords: Main Chamber - Ensuring that the Great Western passenger franchise provides a good service to meet growing passenger numbers - Oral Questions


February

	Wednesday 1st 
	· Environmental Audit: Green Economy 2:15 pm; Portcullis House

· Witnesses: Rt. Hon Caroline Spelman MP, Secretary of State for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, and Chloe Smith MP, Economic Secretary to the Treasury

	Thursday 2nd 
	· Commons: Westminster Hall - Network Rail: 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm

	Thursday 9th
	· House of Commons rises  for constituency recess

	Thursday 16th 
	· House of Lords rises for half-term recess

	Monday 20th
	· House of Commons returns  from constituency recess

· Public Accounts Select Committee: PFI Equity; Room 15, Palace of Westminster - Witnesses: Robin Herzberg, Managing Director, Carillion Private Finance, White, Director General Public Services, HM Treasury, Geoffrey Spence, Chief Executive, Infrastructure UK

	Friday 24th 
	· Commons: Main Chamber - Concessionary Bus Travel (Amendment) Bill - Second reading – Paul Maynard - Legislation

	Monday 27th 
	· House of Lords returns from half-term recess


March

	Tuesday 27th
	· House of Commons rises  for Easter recess

	Wednesday 28th 
	· House of Lords rises for Easter recess

	Saturday 31st 
	· Closing date: DfT consultation - Great Western franchise replacement 


April

	Monday 16th
	· House of Commons and House of Lords return from Easter recess

	
	· Closing date: Charging heavy goods vehicles - DfT formal written consultation


May

	Thursday 24th
	· House of Commons rises for Whitsun recess

	Wednesday 30th
	· House of Lords rises for the Queen's Diamond Jubilee recess


June

	Monday 11th
	· House of Commons returns from Whitsun recess

· House of Lords returns from the Queen's Diamond Jubilee recess


July

	Tuesday 17th
	· House of Commons rises for summer recess

	Wednesday 25th 
	· House of Lords rises for summer recess


September

	Monday 3rd 
	· House of Commons returns from summer recess

	Tuesday 18th
	· Conference begins


October

	Monday 8th 
	· House of Lords returns from summer recess

	Monday 15th
	· Conference ends
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